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abomination in his sight; that those professors were all corrupt; that they draw near to 
me with their lips, but their hearts are far from me; they teach for doctrines the com- 
mandments of men, having a form of Godliness, but they deny the power thereof.” 


Keeping these things in mind, and many others which might be referred to 
of a similar nature in the boy’s early life, let the doubter who considers the 
child an imposter, call up a noble lad of fourteen years before him. Let the 
reader do it. Look at him carefully, and ask yourselves, what motives under- 
lie his acts and words ; and decide when you look at him whether in his young 
life there is apt to be premeditated schemes of deception, pertaining to such 
mature and really wonderful things as those about which the boy Joseph was 
making declarations and statements with the earnest simplicity of youth! 
No; here’is’ yet uncontaminated*childhood that will tell its story straight; 
childhood that will out with the full, unvarnished truth. Joseph declared in 
the simplicity of his noble boyhood that he had seen this vision, and that he 
knew it to be true. It is a wonder, considering the circumstances, that he 
should not be believed and received with rejoicing as a favored prophet of 
God. 

On the contrary, he was persecuted and made sport of by ministers of re- 
ligion who above all should have hailed him as favored of God. No wonder 
that in later life he thought how very strange it was that an obscure boy, a 
little over fourteen years of age, one doomed, too, to the necessity of obtaining 
a scanty maintenance by his daily labors, should create in the great ones of 
the most popular sects of the day, a spirit of most bitter persecution affd 
reviling, just because he had testified that he had seena vision. Thanksgiving 
and repentance would have been more appropriate for them. 

And this bitter opposition and persecution from the religious organizations 
continued in the interval up to the twenty-third of September, 1823, during 
which seemingly uneventful time in his life the boy continued to labor with 
his father in the field, and to prepare himself for important events to come. 
Then it was that the hiding place of the sacred records of Cumorah, contain- 
ing the fulness of the Gospel was revealed to him by ministering angels, with 
many other precious truths, which finally led to the publication of the Book 
of Mormon and the organization of the Church of Jesus Christ of Latter-day 
Saints, with power and authority from God, because of what was conferred 
upon Joseph, to officiate in the name of the Lord. 

Joseph Smith’s testimony concerning these things, in later life was as 
simple, straightforward, plain, and true as it had been in childhood ; his fidel- 
ity, courage, and love, implanted in and characteristic of his life in boyhood, 
neither faltered nor changed. 

One marked illustration of this was his love of children. He never saw a 
child but he desired to take it up and bless it, and many he did so bless, taking 
them in his arms and upon his knee. I have myself sat upon his knee. He 
was 80 fond of children that he would go far out of his way to speak to a 
little one, which is to me a striking characteristic of true manhood. 

His was true love for the human race. His life was definitely character- 
istic of the great principle expressed in his prayer in Liberty jail. (Doc. and 
Cov. section 121; 39). He reproved at times with sharpness, when moved 
upon by the Holy Ghost, but afterward showed forth an increase of love to- 
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ward him whom he reproved, lest the latter should esteem him an enemy. 
He was full of charity toward all men, and virtue indeed garnished his 
thoughts. 

He exercised dominion and authority by persuasion, long-suffering, gentle- 
ness, meekness, and love unfeigned, until kindness and pure knowledge en- 
larged his manly soul without hypocrisy and withoutiguile. He waxed strong 
in the presence of God, and the doctrine of the Priesthood distilled upon his 
soul as the dews from heaven. 

Can such a tree bring forth evil fruit! No; verily, no. 

When, at last, having demonstrated these qualities all his days, he freely 
gave his life for his testimony and his people, he had succeeded in outlining 
the work of the Lord, and in revealing to mankind the foundation principles 
of all progress and salvation. I know, and have known, from my childhood 
that he was a prophet of God, and I believe in his divine missiog with all 
my heart; and in the authenticity and inspiration of the revelations which 
he received, and the Book of Mormon which he was instrumental in bringing 
forth, Many people, a century from this centennial anniversary will bear 
testimony to similiar knowledge and light, for the Church of Jesus Christ of 
Latter-day Saints is the undying work of God. 
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THURSDAY, DECEMBER 21, 1905. 


EDITORIAL | 


THE SPIRIT’S TESTIMONY OF JOSEPH SMITH’S MISSION. 


On Saturday, December 23rd, one hundred years will have passed since 
Joseph Smith, “The Boy Prophet,” was born. To my mind nothing has taken 
place during this period of marvelous advancement, little less than miraculous, 
that can compare in importance to the fact that God and His Son Jesus 
Christ, who for nearly eighteen hundred years had not personally revealed 
themselves to man, appeared and conversed with the boy Joseph Smith. 

Ever since the crucifixion of our Savior, the mention of His name has stirred 
men to the very depths, and His influence and power upon their hearts and 
souls is greater to-day than ever before. Napoleon claimed that the fact that 
men would voluntarily suffer death for the testimony of Jesus eighteen hundred 
years after His crucifixion stamped Him asa God. He remarked that after 
he, Napoleon, had been dead a few years, no man for love of him would 
give up his life. Men followed him for wordly gain, but they followed the 
Savior without hope of earthly reward, ofttimes suffering death rather than 
relinquish their faith in His divine mission. When reading, in my boyhood, 
on the evidences of Christianity, it was stated that the strongest of all strong 
proofs of the divinity of the Savior’s mission was the fact, that without hope 
of earthly reward man voluntarily underwent pains and penalties, and some- 
times even suffered death for the testimony of Jesus. I remember being 
impressed with the force of this argument, also with Napoleon’s remark, and I° 
rejoiced that they were equally applicable to the divinity of the mission of 
the Prophet Joseph Smith. The eye of the wicked flashes to-day at thé mere 
mention of the name Jesus Christ as the Son of God; so also will the eye of 
the wicked flash when Joseph Smith is proclaimed a prophet of God. The 
same cause produces the same resuit, although eighteen hundred yearé may 
elapse. If Joseph Smith were a false prophet, why is it that tens of thousands 
of honest, prayerful, pure, and upright men and women have had, and con- 
tinue to have, their beings thrilled while listening to a humble Elder testify 
of the divinity of his mission, while, at the same time, the wicked often mob 
and sometimes kill the “Mormon” Elder whose words are thrilling the hearts 
of his honest listeners? Because Joseph Smith wus in very deed a prophet 
of God and His mouthpiece on earth and the representative of Jesus Christ in 
establishing agein His Gospel. 
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God’is no respecter of persons. This is illustrated in the rich outpouring of 
His Spirit without regard to the education or position of those who list to obey 
Him. Jesus Christ chose poor, humble fishermen for His apostles. Many of 
the followers of Joseph Smith have had practically no opportunities educa 
tionally, but, as men were blessed in the days of the Savior with the rich 
outpouring of the Holy Spirit without regard to their scholastic attainments, 
so also have they been blessed in this day. 

A testimony heard over thirty years ago regarding the divinity of the 
Prophet's mission very forcibly illustrates this truth. The speaker was the 
late Bishop Millen Atwood, at that time a home missionary in the Salt 
Lake Stake of Zion. I was then studying grammar, and the students of our 
school were required to bring ungrammatical sentences which they had heard 
to the class for correction. Brother Atwood’s grammatical errors caused me 
to smile, and I expected to secure in thirty minutes enough sentences to last 
for a dozen or more sessions of our class. After writing a sentence or two I 
forgot to write more. When he finished his remarks, the tears were rolling 
down my cheeks, and my whole being was stirred under the inspiration of the 
Lord as he testified to Joseph Smith’s divine mission, and of his personal 
knowledge regarding the nobility and grandeur of the prophet’s character. 
It is perhaps needless to say that the sentences written for the purpose of 
correction were never used. To have done so would have been sacrilegious. 
I have never forgotten, although over thirty years have passed, and never 
shall forget the wonderful impression made upon my heart and very being by 
this simple testimony, without adornment of rhetoric. If in the providences 
of the Lord I shall be able to gain an exaltation in the kingdom of our Father, 
which I am sure Brother Atwood has done, it will be a great pleasure to thank 
him for the impression which he made upon my heart in my boyhood regard- 
ing the divinity of the mission of the great Latter-day Prophet. I remember 
also, as a child, being thrilled while listening to my mother tell of the inspira- 
tion of the Lord tothe Prophet Brigham at the time Sidney Rigdon tried to be 
appointed guardian of the Church, when the mantle of the Prophet Joseph fell 
upon the Prophet Brigham, and he looked like Joseph and spoke with his voice. 

Not only has thy being been thrilled while listening to testimonies of 
Joseph Smith’s divine mission, but time and time again after testifying re- 
garding the same truth, I have, at the close of my remarks, been unable to 
restrain tears of gratitude because of the rich out-pouring of the Spirit. 

The signs followed the Savior’s disciples, and all the fruits of the Gospel 
of Jesus Christ were enjoyed by them. The signs follow the Saints to-day, 
and all the fruits of the Gospel are enjoyed as fully as they were shortly after 
the crucifixion of the Savior. When we think of this fact and also of all 
that Joseph Smith accomplished in the fourteen years from the organization 
of the Church of Jesus Christ of Latter-day Saints until his martyrdom, it 
is little wonder that those receiving a testimony of his divine mission, should, 
as they contemplate his wonderful accomplishments, reverence him and speak 
of him with so much love and respect that people not of us have been almost 
horrified and have accused us of worshiping him as a God. Every Latter-day 
Saint knows that we worship only the true and the living God and His Son, 
Jesus Christ, and that to do otherwise would be sinful; but we do feel to 
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carried into the world of imprisoned spirits. The Twelve Apostles were 
given, under the hands of the Prophet, all the keys that he had himself re- 
ceived, and they were taught their positions in the Church. 

Joseph was beginning a journey of exploration to the Rocky Mountains, 
to prepare fér the fulfillment of his own prophecy that the Saints would 
sometime be established there, when the timidity of some of his friends 
brought him back to martyrdom. His nature was not a restless one, but from 
the beginning of his ministry he had been compelled to move frequently, 
either alone or with his people, to avoid conflict with his persecutors or death 
at their hands. The inspiration of moving the people to the West was left 
for another to carry out, but this and every other great policy of the Church 
were taught and in most cases instituted by the Prophet Joseph. 

Joseph Smith was permitted in his few years upon the earth to accomplish 
more than any other mortal except the Savior. We honor him for his integ- 
rity and long-suffering, and at the same time, we praise and worship and give 
glory to the Lord for revealing to the earth through him the eternal truths 
of the Gospel. } 


JOSEPH SMITH AND HIS PROPHETIC OFFICE. 


BY DR. JAMES E. TALMAGE, F,R.S.E., ETC. 


Muc# that is suggestive, forceful, and inspiring attaches to both endings 
and beginnings of the cycles by which time is measured, by which its flight is 
emphasized and its possibilities summed up as profit or loss on the ledger of 
life. The present is preeminently an epoch of impressive import, marking as 
it does the rounding out of a century since the earthly advent of one, who, by 
ancient prediction and by modern fulfillment, came, lived, and departed, as 
the first among the fore-ordained prophets of this the last dispensation. 

Joseph Smith, the divinely chosen, through whom was re-established and 
restored the Church bearing the name and exercising the authority of Jesus 
the Christ, began his mission with no blatant proclamation or trumpet blare 
challenging or inviting hostile opposition to his high claim as the authorized 
prophet uf God. His early testimony was couched in the dimple language of 
youthful sincerity, unadorned by metaphor or simile, devoid of wordy embel- 
lishments. His later utterances as prophet, apostle, and high priest, his solemn 
declarations of frequent communion face to face with heavenly beings, largely 
owe their potency and eloquence to the same style of directness and simplicity. 

Joseph Smith’s claims to the high rank of prophet, seer, and revelator, are 
attested by all the characteristics of that exalted brotherhood and holy order. 

Firstly: Through him was prophecy fulfilled. In the restoration of the 
Gospel of Christ by the personal ministrations of an angel (a) ; in the bringing 
forth of the Book of Mormon—verily the record or stick of Ephraim issuing 
asa voice from the dust (5); in the restoration of the specific authority by 
which the living may vicariously officiate in sacred ordinances for the salva- 


(a) See Rev. xiv: 6; compare Pearl of Great Price » Writings of Joseph Smith, ii, 11 to 
50; also fuller accounts in The History of Joseph Smith. 


(6) See Ezekiel xxxvii: 16-19; Isaiah xxix: 4; and for fulfillment compare the Book of 


Mormon itself,- 
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tion of the dead (a); in the foretold gathering of scattered Israel (4); in these 
and in other numerous instances, definite prophecy has been positively fulfilled 
through the man Joseph Smith, who spoke and wrought as one having au- 
thority, the true and unimpeached witness to the prophets who had preceded 
him. 

Secondly: The work begun through the ministry of Joseph Smith in the 
Church restored and again established among men, is in harmony with the 
Charch of old. This modern Church is new only in the sense of its restora- 
tion; it is indeed “the first one come again.” Necessarily we expect and 
assuredly we find, that the doctrines of the restored Church are scriptural and 
therefore true. Its authority is that of the Priesthood of old—the Priesthood 
that shall rule throughout the eternities to come. Modern revelation has the 
characteristic tone, the true ring of ancient scripture; and persistent search 
has failed to show inconsistency or difference of spirit between them. The 
living leaders in the restored Church manifest the same purpose, power, 
and spirit as characterized their predecessor in the present dispensation ; and 
their success confirms his authority as it enhances his glory. 

Thirdly: Joseph Smith’s possession of the authority and power belonging 
to the prophetic office is abundantly shown by events of record. As exponent 
and expounder of Scripture he manifests the light of inspiration and exem- 
plifies the wisdom of the revelator. In that particular function of the 
prophet’s calling, prediction, conclusive proof is found in literal fulfillment (c). 
Note the dread realization of his fateful prophecy as to the Civil War in the 
United States ; a prediction uttered twenty-eight years and published in print 
ten years before the actual and foretold occurrence (d). Consider also his 
prophetic declaration as to the world-wide dissemination of the restored 
Gospel, and as to the equally extensive distribution of the Book of Mormon 
record (¢); also his inspired utterances concerning the establishment and 
development of the Latter-day Saints in the mountain regions of western 
North America (/). 

Fourthly: If further evidence be demanded, conclusive proof asserts iteelf 
in the phenomenal powers of growth, development, and true vitality mani- 
fested as a natural feature of this restored Church. The work begun through 
the ministrations of Joseph Smith is of the kind that dies not. 

Joseph Smith, the babe of a hundred years ago, now for more than six 
decades counted among the martyr-dead, was and is the Lord’s anointed, the 
first prophet, seer, and revelator in this the dispensation of the fulness of 
times. 


(a) See Malachi iv: 4-6: also Pearl of Great Price, Writings ii, 37-39; compare Doctrine 
and Covenants, cx: 13-16. 
(6) See numerous biblical — in The Articles of Faith, Lectures xvi and xvii; 
compare Doc. and Cov. cx: 11. pe 
c) See Deut. xvii: 21, 22; com the instances cited in paragraph above. 
tS See Pearl of Great Price, British edition of 1851; also MILLENNIAL Srak of same 
year, vol. xlix, page 396; and Doc. and Oov. lxxxvu. For fulfillment consult the history 
of the United States. eT 
(e) See Writings of Joseph Smith in Pearl of Great Price; and for fulfillment consult 
the history of the Church. ' 
Jf) See History of Joseph Smith for August 1842; for fulfillment consider the histori- 
record forming part of the history of the United States, and the present strength of 
people éstablished as foretold. 
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made thie’ everlasting Cospél of Christ’ sd pldih, 8 ‘bo fascthating, that 
thousands go out by authority and: withant price,'as did the disciples of Christ, 
to proclaim the message anew: “The blind receive their sight, the lame walk, 
the lepers are cleansed, the poor have the Gospel preached to them”; and the 
Laced * confirming the word with signs fdllawing” Hepro- 
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